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7. 
privacy

4.
have people 
do what is best
for you 

1.
be treated fairly
no matter what 

10.
be cared for and
have a home

5.
know who you
are and where
you come from 

2.
have a say 
about decisions 
affecting you

11.
education, 
play and cultural
activities

8.
find out 
information and 
express yourself 

12.
help and 
protection if 
you need it

6.
believe what
you want 

3.
live and grow
up healthy 

9.
be safe no 
matter where 
you are 

Adapted from the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
For more information on children’s rights, go to www.humanrights.gov.au/childrights To
tell a story about your rights, go to somethingincommon.gov.au/thebigbanter 

Children’s rights
You have the right to:



NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION WEEK

TO TREAT ALL OF AUSTRALIA’S CHILDREN FAIRLY, WE 
NEED TO MAKE SURE EVERY FAMILY AND COMMUNITY 
HAS WHAT KIDS NEED TO THRIVE AND BE HEALTHY.

EVERY     CHILD IN  EVERY  COMMUNITY
 NEEDS    A FAIR GO

National Child Protection Week is a campaign held annually across

Australia to raise awareness of child abuse prevention. This year’s

campaign will be held between 4 - 10 September.

National Child Protection Week aims to engage, educate, and empower

Australians to understand the complexity of child abuse and neglect,

and work together to prevent it. The campaign does this through the

sharing of events and resources to encourage communities to engage in

conversations around children’s safety and wellbeing.

This year’s theme is:

As a diocese, our goal when it comes to child protection is to always

recognise and uphold the dignity and rights of all children and

vulnerable adults, in-line with the Catholic Diocese of Maitland-

Newcastle’s abiding commitment to their safety, welfare, and

wellbeing.

The role of St Nicholas Early Education:

this year, we’re encouraging our Early Education centres to get

involved using the information and resources included in this pack.

Developed by Brittnie Heaney, Courtney Newman and Anne Cochrane 

from the Branxton centre.
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DIRECTORS

#ChildSafeStandards

Child Safe
Standards Office of the 

Children's Guardian

DIRECTORS
How can I deepen educator knowledge and understanding

of the rights of the child and promote child safety?

National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (NCSS), Edition 1 ratified by the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference and published in January 2019. These Catholic Standards are 
implemented by ACSL (Australian Catholic Safeguarding Ltd.) hyperlinked
https://www.acsltd.org.au/services/professional-and-safeguarding-standards/national-
catholic-safeguarding-standards/
NSW Child Safe Standards, legislated as Part 3A Children’s Guardian Act in November 
2021. The NSW OCG (Office of the Children’s Guardian) is the regulatory authority vested 
with implementation of the NSW Standards. https://education.nsw.gov.au/early-
childhood-education/working-in-early-childhood-education/child-safety/standards

Information to access:
St Nicholas Services, inclusive of its Early Education and OOSH programmes, is a service of the
Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. Accordingly, St Nicholas is required to meet two sets
of ‘child safe’ or ‘safeguarding’ standards:

Office of Safeguarding Resource Page for St Nicholas: OOSG Standards Implementation
Resources for St Nicholas
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National Catholic Safeguarding Standards:

https://mncatholic.sharepoint.com/sites/OOSG/Standards%20Implementation%20Resources%20%20St%20Nicholas/Forms/AllItems.aspx


DIRECTORS
Watch this introductory video on the child safe standards

https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/resources/introduction-child-safe-standards-and-child-safe-

scheme

Using the  National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (NCSS),

https://www.acsltd.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/ncss-implementation-guide-

standards-1-10-ed-1-2019.pdf  you can work with the Office of the Safeguarding team to

prioritise a standard to focus on, using the reflection questions mentioned in the 

implementation guide, as a secondary resources you could access

https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/early-childhood-

education/working-in-early-childhood-

education/media/documents/Guide_Child_Safe_Standards.pdf to help in this process also.

Add it as a standing agenda item in your team meeting.

Send your team the Diocese’s Code of Conduct

Support your team to develop a process to discuss and address children’s concerns and

complaints. (Children’s Council)

Reflection Question: What do the child safe standards look like in practice in your centre?

Reflection Question: How can we make child safe standards visible to children, families, and

community?

Code of Conduct - Pop Quiz!

1. Who do you need to report concerns for safety, welfare and well being of children?

2. You are expected to empower children to…

3. You are to _____________ the dignity, rights and view of others

4. Feedback must be..

5. What is the last bullet point under Ethical Behaviour

6. You are required to continuously ________ to ________

7. You should exercise _____, _____ and ______ _______ when carrying out you duties.

8. What is a conflict of interest?

9. Can you accept gifts?

10. Share three bullet points about confidentiality.

DIRECTORS
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Explore – What are the rights of the child? Watch this video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFMqTDIYI2U

Questions to investigate:

How can I deepen educator knowledge and understanding of the rights of the child?

How can I support educators to uphold children’s rights in day-to-day practice?

How can I support educators to promote the rights of the child to families and community?

Where to start? Look at spending a term on each of the following concepts.

Right to be heard

Right to Play

Right to be an engaged Citizen

Opportunity to Thrive

Include an article about National Child Protection Week in your staff newsletter.

DIRECTORS
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2-3 YEARS RESOURCES
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3-5 YEARS RESOURCES
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MY SUPPORT AND SAFETY CIRCLE
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CONTACT

WHO TO CALL

BOOK RESOURCE LIST

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Office of the Children's Guardian S.A.F.E. book series - Protective Behaviours Program
Little Big Chats Series by Janeen Sanders
The Hurt by Teddi Joleski
Growing Hearts series by Jo Witek
Feelings Series by Trace Moroney
My Underpants Rule by Rod Power
Only For Me by Michelle Derrig
Some Secrets Should Never Be Kept by Janeen Sanders
My Body Belongs To Me by Jill Starishevsky
It's Not The Stork by Robie H. Harris
A  Terrible Thing Happened by Margaret Holmes
The Huge Bag Of Worries by Virginia Ironside
When Worries Get Too Big by Kari Dunn Buron

Child Protection Helpline 132 111 
Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800
Lifeline 13 11 14
eSafety commissioner esafety.gov.au 
Violence Against Women 1800RESPECT (1800 737 732)
Beyond Blue 1300 22 4636
Communities and Justice NSW: Parent Line 1300 130 052
Emergency Services 000
Emergency Services: Non Emergent Line 131 444
Office of Safeguarding 4979 1390 (during normal office hours Monday to Friday)

Additional resources are available from the Office of Safeguarding to help spread the
message of Child Protection Week in your schools.
To access these resources, visit
https://officeofsafeguarding.org.au/national-child-protection-week/

For any questions or concerns relating to your centre’s involvement in National 
Child Protection Week 2022, please contact:

Tim Bowd, Diocesan Senior Marketing & Communications Manager
tim.bowd@mn.catholic.org.au




